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her on Twitter: http://twitter.com/cyndyandbrian.
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Introduction

use the age-old saying here that no 2 days are the same, but when you juggle

as many projects at a time as we do, it would be more accurate to say that
usually, no 2 hours are the same! Successful medical writers get the opportunity to work
in a lot of different therapeutic areas and write many different types of communications
materials, for a wide range of audiences, utilizing a variety of print and electronic media.
That's why many medical writers find themselves thinking, and working, outside the
traditional box of pharmaceuticals. When you do, it opens up a whole new world of
acronyms you'll encounter along the way!

O ne of the most exciting things about being a medical writer is the diversity. We’d

Acronyms that can be particularly confusing are those associated with medical specialty
societies, nursing societies, dental societies, allied health care professional societies,
and complementary and alternative medicine societies. And trust us, there are a lot of
them!

We created the ORG Directories for our readers for 2 important reasons: first, to help
you decipher the myriad acronyms you will either come across or seek out as a medical
writer to help you in your work; and second, to put these societies on your radar so you
can be proactive in looking them up when you're working on relevant projects or seeking
to expand your client base. If you're looking for a list of organizations that might be in the
market for freelance medical writers, the ORG Directories are good places to start.

Other directories in the ORG series are:

¢ docORG, a directory of medical specialty societies

¢ nurseORG, a directory of nursing specialty societies

o alliedhealthORG, a directory of organizations for allied health professionals

e camORG, a directory of complementary and alternative medicine organizations

In dentalORG, you'll discover a substantial list of specialty societies that cover the dental
health care spectrum—a spectrum that's probably much broader and more diverse than
you ever expected. It certainly caught us by surprise! From the familiar (dentists,
endodontists and orthodontists), to the unfamiliar (orofacial pain specialists,
prosthedontists, and periodontists), to specialties you may have never even imagined
(forensic odontologists, oral biologists, and dental editors), they're all here in dentalORG!
You'll also find specialty organizations for allied dental health care professionals, and
dental societies based on gender, race, and religious belief.

Like other eBooks in the ORG Directory series, we've tried to make dentalORG as user
friendly as possible. We made the website addresses hyperlinks, so when you find an
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organization you want to investigate, if you're connected to the Internet you can simply
click to follow the link and open the website in your browser. We've made searching the
directory easy, too. First, all of the entries are alphabetized according to acronym.
Second, if you want to find all the organizations in a certain category, simply type a
keyword into the search window in the Adobe® Acrobat® or Adobe® Acrobat® Reader
toolbar. This will bring you to each organization in the directory that matches your
keyword.

We can'’t guarantee that dentalORG includes every major relevant organization, but
we’ve included every one we could find as of this writing. And as of this writing, all the
urls are live. This directory focuses on major national organizations, but we've also
included some relevant international organizations because of their impact on the
American dental health care system. Many of the national organizations listed here also
have state affiliates, which you can usually link to from the national websites. There are
also many country-specific organizations not listed here that you can search for if you
are looking for information specific to a country other than the United States.

We also have to insert a disclaimer. Inclusion of an organization in this eBook does not
imply our endorsement. We are simply listing these organizations for information
purposes only.

Like our books in The Accidental Medical Writer Series, the ORG Directories are great
resources! And that's exactly what The Accidental Medical Writer is all about—helping
you become a successful medical writer, too, by giving you the benefit of our nearly 40
years of combined experience including all the tools and resources we've discovered
along the way.

We hope you enjoy this directory and that you keep it handy. You're going to need it!
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